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LICENSED DRUG AND ALCOHOL TREATMENT PROVIDERS
USE OF SCA ASSESSMENTS AS A BASIS FOR DEVELOPING
CLIENT'S PSYCHOSOCIAL HISTORIES

Pursuant to 4 Pa. Code § 257.4, a Single County Authority YS€fequired to develop a
comprehensive confidential history, including significant ekl social, occupational and
family information. While SCAs are not licensed, thene anandated under this separate
regulation to perform functions related to intake, evamatand referral, consequently, they
perform similar tasks as licensed intake, evaluation,rafetral providers. Previously, it was
generally accepted that licensed treatment providers colyduse the assessment from another
licensed treatment provider as the basis for developatigra's psychosocial history.

The Department of Health announces that effective inmhelgl, with appropriate client consent,
licensed drug and alcohol (D&A) treatment providers mayauS€A’s D&A assessment as the
basis for developing a client's psychosocial history. Department recognizes that the SCA
assessment may provide the framework for the requiredsmsent, however, it may not meet all
of the regulatory requirements for a psychosocial histarherefore, it is the responsibility of
the licensed facility to ensure that it is in complianagth the corresponding requirements at 28
Pa. Code.

In addition, the following conditions must be satisfiadrder for the SCA psychosocial history
to be utilized:

(1) the psychosocial history must have been developedwtithilast six months;



(2) the psychosocial history, with the client's infednwritten consent, must have been
obtained AT or BEFORE the client's admission fromreferring SCA; and

(3) upon receipt of the psychosocial history, the xacgiproject/facility must review it
for completeness and accuracy with the client and mdeot such review by dated
signature of both the facility staff conducting the eswiand the client.

If the psychosocial history is incomplete, the receipngject/facility is responsible for further
development of the historical data. The receiving ptbglity is then responsible for the
development of the psychosocial evaluation, treatmeispand all other components of the

clinical record.

The use of this assessment document is voluntary ahe discretion of the treatment provider.
D&A treatment providers are not required to use the SO&A assessment.

Should you have any questions regarding this Alert, pleag@aatoDivision staff at (717) 783-
8675.

***Please visit the Department’s web site to access thicehsing Alert and other Division publications
(www.health.state.pa.uand enter DAPL in the search box)***




