
METHAMPHETAMINE 

FAST FACTS

•	 Cocaine is a powerfully addictive stimulant drug made from the leaves of the 
coca plant native to South America. 

•	 Street dealers often mix it with things like cornstarch, talcum powder, or flour 
to increase profits. 

•	 They may also mix it with other drugs such as the stimulant amphetamine or 
the synthetic opioid fentanyl. 

•	 People snort cocaine powder through the nose, or rub it into their gums. 
Others dissolve the powder and inject it into the bloodstream, or inject a 
combination of cocaine and heroin, called a Speedball. Another popular 
method of use is to smoke Crack cocaine. 

•	 Cocaine increases levels of the natural chemical messenger dopamine in 
brain circuits related to the control of movement and reward. 

•	 A person can overdose on cocaine, which can lead to death. 

•	 Behavioral therapy may be used to treat cocaine addiction. 

•	 While no government-approved medicines are currently available to treat 
cocaine addiction, researchers are testing some treatments that have been 
used to treat other disorders.
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With the right treatment plan, recovery is possible.

Get Help Now: 1-800-662-HELP (4357)
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